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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL ON KOREAGATE 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF WP EDITORIAL AUGUST 5: BEGIN TEXT: 

"FRANKLY, WE THOUGHTWE'D SEEN THE END OF THE KOREAN 
INFLUENCE-PEDDLING INQUIRY LAST WEEK WHEN THE HOUSE ETHICS 
COMMITTEE SUMMED UP WHAT WRONGDOING IT HAD FOUND IN A YEAR 
AND ITS SPECIAL PROSECUTOR, LEON JAWORSKI, ANNOUNCED HE’D 
GONE AS FAR AS HE COULD WITHOUT KIM DONG JO. THIS WEEK THE 
INQUIRY SUDDENLY REVIVED, HOWEVER, WITH WORD THAT MR. KIM, 

THE FORMER AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON WHO HAS BEEN ACCUSED 
OF BRIBING AS MANY AS 10 CONGRESSMEN, WILL BE RESPONDING 
TO THE COMMITTEE S QUERIES AFTER ALL. HIS COOPERATION IS 
CRITICAL: CONGRESSMEN ON THE TAKE FROM RICE DEALER 
TONGSUN PARK COULD DENY THEY WERE DEALING WITH A KNOWN 
FOREIGN AGENT, BUT THIS IS NOT A CLAIM THAT ANYONE ON THE 
TAKE FROM AMBASSADOR KIM CAN SUSTAIN. TAKING SOMETHING 
'OF ANY KIND, WHATEVER’ FROM A FOREIGN OFFICIAL VIOLATES 
A CONSTITUTIONAL BAN; IT IS NOT A CRIME FOR WHICH A CONGRESS 
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MAN CAN BE PROSECUTED, BUT IT IS SOMETHING FOR WHICH A 
MEMBER COULD PROPERLY BE PUNISHED BY THE HOUSE. 

THE KEY APPARENTLY IS THAT THE KOREANS, AFTER REJECTING A 
FINAL PERSONAL APPEAL BY HOUSE SPEAKER THOMAS P. O'NEILL TO 

RECEIVE TWO SPECIAL EMISSARIES ON THE KIM MATTER, FELT 
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OBLIGATED TO DO SOMETHING TO REMOVE THE BITTER TASTE 
THEIR STONEWALLING HAD LEFT IN AMERICAN MOUTHS. THAT 
MR. JAWORSKI, SEOUL'S NEMESIS, HAD MEANWHILE WITHDRAWN 
FROM THE INQUIRY AND THAT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE SCANDAL, 
CONGRESS HAD VOTED MILITARY AID PERHAPS MADE IT EASIER 
FOR SEOUL TO BEND WITHOUT SEEMING TO LOSE FACE BY 
BUCKLING UNDER AMERICAN PRESSURE. THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
ENCOURAGED A GESTURE OF REASONABLENESS TO SWEETEN THE 
FUTURE ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH WASHINGTON WILL REGARD KOREA. 
ETHICS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN IOHN J. FLYNT JR. (D-GA.) 

ASSENTED, SEEMINGLY DISPOSED FOR PERSONAL REASONS TO TRY 
TO SHOW THAT HE COULD EXTRACT INFORMATION FROM THE 
KOREANS THAT HIS DISAFFECTED SPECIAL COUNSEL, 

MR. JAWORSKI, COULD NOT. 

SKEPTICISM IS VERY MUCH IN ORDER, NONETHELESS. 

MR. FLYNT, WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT QUIETLY SECONDING 
HIM, SUGGESTS THAT THE KOREANS HAVE OFFERED ASSURANCES 
THAT THE KIM ANSWERS WILL BE ACCURATE AND SUBSTANTIAL: 

NAMES WILL BE NAMED. HMM. PROCEDURALLY, THE TERMS-AN 
EXCHANGE OF LETTERS-UNDER WHICH THE HOUSE HAS AGREED TO 
QUESTION AMBASSADOR KIM ARE THOSE MR. JAWORSKI EARLIER 
REJECTED. THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT THAT, AT LEAST AT SOME 
LATER POINT IN THE PROCESS, THE TESTIMONY BE TAKEN UNDER 
SOME FORM OF OATH; AND THERE IS NO PROVISION FOR CROSS- 
EXAMINATION, THOUGH THERE IS A PROSPECT THAT "CLARIFYING' 1 
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QUESTIONS CAN BE ASKED. THE DANGER IS THAT ANY MATERIAL 
PROVIDED BY MR. KIM WILL BE MERELY A SMEAR, OR UNUSABLE 
IN A SUBSEQUENT HOUSE DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDING. 

THE TOUGH DECISIONS NOW ARE KOREA'S TO MAKE. HAVING 
GOTTEN THROUGH THE AMERICAN POLITICAL YEAR BRUISED BUT 
UPRIGHT, SEOUL MIGHT WELL HAVE CONCLUDED THAT ITS STONE- 
WALLING HAD PAID OFF. IF IT IS IN FACT STILL PREPARED TO 
CONSIDER GOOD-FAITH COOPERATION WITH THE HOUSE INQUIRY, 

THAT IS GREATLY TO ITS CREDIT. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, 

THE KOREANS ARE PLAYING GAMES, THE COST WILL BE HEAVY 
INDEED. IT WILL BE PAINFUL TO JUST ABOUT EVERYBODY 
CONCERNED IF AMBASSADOR KIM HELPS VERIFY EVEN SOME OF 
THE ALLEGATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE AGAINST HIM. BUT IT 
WILL BE A WISE INVESTMENT IN THE CANDOR AND TRUST THAT 
GOOD FRIENDS AND ALLIES OWE EACH OTHER." END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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